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JITC STATUS OF INTEROPERABILITY BRIEFING

PURPOSE:  JITC provides two recommendations in this briefing:

· to continue these periodic briefings to the MCEB, with the next one scheduled in FEB 02, and

· to endorse the continuing effort of the IPTP to resolve the interoperability certification requirements of the F-14D, DD-963 and P3C programs.

INTRODUCTION:  In a 26 November 1999 memorandum for the Deputy Secretary of Defense (subject: Program Decision Memorandum I Tasking), the Director of the Joint Staff recommended that JITC provide periodic briefings to the MCEB concerning the status of interoperability testing. This briefing, which highlights transmission systems and tactical data link systems, is the fourth such periodic updates.

DISCUSSION:  This is the first time JITC has covered transmission systems and the third time we have briefed tactical data link systems.

Transmission systems, be they SATCOM communications or HF-UHF radio terminals, are generally in good shape from an interoperability testing perspective.  Overall, the systems are either certified, approaching certification, or, in the case of many legacy systems, have been working adequately in the field for many years.

Tactical Data Link systems are more complicated since they not only pass data, but also process that data and respond in a distributed, interactive network.  Still, most of the systems are either certified or are progressing towards certification.         

We have shown three systems, the F-14, the DD-963 and the P3C, as Red – meaning that they are not certified and that there is not sufficient evidence of them adequately progressing towards joint interoperability certification/re-certification.   We initially briefed the F-14 as Yellow in 1999 and then as Red in July 2000.  Following this second brief, the Navy scheduled the F-14 for joint interoperability testing, but was not able to meet that schedule due to difficulties encountered in their Navy intra-operability testing.  Currently, F-14 is not scheduled for joint testing.  Both the DD-963 and the P3C were certified (DD-963 in July 1996 and P3C in September 1997).  Those certifications have expired and these systems are not scheduled for joint testing.  JITC has submitted these three systems to the IPTP for resolution.  The response from the Navy at that meeting was that they continue to work the issue.

CONCLUSION:  These interoperability status briefs are useful tools.  In addition to providing broad overviews of particular areas, the pre-brief process results in a number of previously untested systems participating in the interoperability test process.  This allows the systems’ strengths to be verified and their weaknesses to be identified and fixed/mitigated.

The briefing process also provides a means to highlight programs that are having difficulty progressing towards joint interoperability certification and thus may warrant special emphasis on DoD’s Interoperability Watch List.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

JITC continue to provide periodic interoperability MCEB briefs with a proposed update for the February 2002 MCEB.

The MCEB endorse the IPTP’s continued efforts to resolve interoperability certification requirements of the Navy’s F-14, DD-963 and P-3C
.
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