Executive Summary

SUBJECT: Status of Interoperability Update to the MCEB

Purpose.  To provide information concerning the initiation of JITC’s Combined Interoperability Test (CIT) Program.

Background.
A number of steps are being taken to improve the processes which help DoD achieve interoperability, such as better definition of interoperability requirements, integrated engineering and development, increased operational realism in testing, and greater enforcement of interoperability policies.

As a part of these improvement steps, the Joint Interoperability Test Command (JITC) provides semi-annual briefings to the MCEB addressing the status of interoperability.  Past briefings have focused on particular functional areas, such as the tactical communications switches and tactical digital information links (TADILs) briefed in July 2000.  This briefing focuses on the establishment of a combined interoperability test program – an area long emphasized by the geographic CINCs but never before separately funded.

Current Status.

In response to a special budget issue that DISA submitted in 1999, JITC received $3M in FY01 to “establish a combined interoperability test program.”  Likewise, JITC is scheduled to receive similar amounts for combined testing in FY02-05.

JITC solicited combined interoperability requirements from all the CINCs and then worked with the respondents to clarify and prioritize the testing requirements.  The resulting requirements focus on support to CENTCOM, PACOM, EUCOM and NATO in coordination with JFCOM and the Joint Staff.  While the specific nature of the requirements differs from CINC to CINC, they generally include four categories: assessment of specific functional areas (e.g., TADILs), technical assistance at CINC-sponsored exercises, testing of specific systems, and participation in combined interoperability panels and working groups.

JITC is currently executing the program and anticipates supporting all priority requirements.
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